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Instructions: Please work with your internship supervisor to fill out this form. Once completed, return to
Kristina Kofoot
Name Gabriella Ruggiero

Agency Iowa Legal Aid

Intern’s Phone Number and E-mail Address

Organization Contact Person and Phone
Michelle Jungers

Academic Advisor Person and Phone
Reza Lahroodi

(Gabbie) Future Plans for student

(Gabbie) What did you accomplish during your internship?

I was able to help plan, coordinate, and execute our Expungement and Employment Barriers Clinic,
which helped 42 people review their criminal records, look for possible expungements, and if applicable,
start the expungement process. I also did various other small tasks for the attorneys in the office as well
as some clerical work.

How did the internship benefit the student?

I was able to expand upon my project management, communication, and time management skills. I was
also exposed to many injustices both within and outside of our criminal justice system. This fueled the
already existing desire to correct these injustices, whether through law school or public policy. I also feel
more a part of the Waterloo community.

How did the internship benefit the agency? How does the internship benefit the community?

Gabbie’s work in coordinating the Expungement Clinic was vital; we were able to publicize the event
broadly, enroll a great deal of eligible clients and we now have a system to allow us to run future clinics
through a well-planned process. The clinic benefits the community by allowing clients to meet with
volunteer attorneys to resolve issues relating to their criminal background such as expunging dismissed
charges or reinstating a driver’s license. These issues often prevent people from obtaining employment
or housing.
One quote that describes the experience gained from completing this internship (to be used for
promotional materials; please specify author of quote)?

“The experience gained during my time at Iowa Legal Aid was critical for my professional development.
It would not have been possible without the funding I received from the Koob Fund.” -Gabriella Ruggiero
(Intern supervisor to complete) One quote that describes the impact the intern had on the community
(to be used for promotional materials; please specify author of quote)?

“Iowa Legal Aid’s expungement and Employment Barriers Clinic benefits the Cedar Valley community
and has the potential to change many individual lives as well. Without Gabbie’s help, the clinic would
not have come together.” -Michelle Jungers

Please provide:
·

A reproducible photo of the intern in action at their internship for media

purposes

·

If applicable, a copy of materials created by the intern including but not limited

to: books, program materials, videos, promotional materials etc.

See email to Kristina.

